gy s

i —

e g g A e g T T T Py e, ey ¥ w S

QUEENS EDITION, NEWSDAY, MONDAY, AUGUST 27, 1979

Fe

Transit) program, otrers g genline alter-
native to motorists.
Fortunately, help may be on the way.
The Carter administration’s energy

The Ambulance Serviee Must

Amid a blistering dispute ower which
hospitals to close, some New Yorkers i
desperate need of medical care age al-.
ready failing to reach help in time—be-
cause city ambulances don’t respond fast®
enough. In case after case, stricken pecple
wait vainly for an Emergency” Mesical-
Servwes vehicle., >

It can be acknowledged at orwe thef’
the EMS has had serious persondlel and
equipment shortages attributabie %9 the
city’s budget strains.

But it is also a fact that EMS corps-

the presr-“ft terget o miiting on the road-circte’s to-be nro!elu -Lllunb afffs von-

3,000 new *.ses a year in the next decade
would be increased to 5,000 a year. Tran-
sit within Nassau-Suffolk-Queens could

men report some- uear-mcredlble prac-

tices, such as a pohcy of listing non-func- :
tioning vehicles and even deactivated -

units as if they were really operational.
And there is a serious «liscrepancy be-
tween what EMS offici:
working staff—684 pedics, torpsmen
and drivers—and whaf theé crewmen
themselves say: They. misintain that the.
figure includes supervisors and persons on
sick leave or disabled.

After Newsday began an inquiry into
ambulance services, the'EMS changed its

- claim is the .

gressmen have their work cut out for
them when legislating the energy - pro-
gram resumes after Labor Day:

Come Clean

_method of recotdmé emergency calls. The

new procedure, EMS &tdff people feel,

shows a response record that looks better -

than it is.

Tleat mey not be exactly’ ‘the. samé &s
doctering medical records, but.it is close
enough. If the EMS is making a. speclalty

" of misleading record-keeping, it cannot

possibly make a credible case for more
staff and equipment; in fact, the d;m
sures to date raise acute questions abot

how competently the management is us- : .

ing what it has now.

Keepilg the lnlonners Informed

Police informers are b the unenviable*
position of living two lives: One as appar-
ent criminal or terrorist, the other as a
trusted source of police information.

It is a perilous existence—living among -
criminals without being ong. ‘Apd, in one, .

case, it led to the indictrtent for the 1965 :
murder of a civil rights worker of an FBI

— Mx_lnformer spying on the Ku Klux Klan.

Tt was to avoid such tragedies that the
\‘“taagenta three years ago to m.
not to violate the law.

i the General Accounsing
ed that, generally, the bureau was follow-

“This past week the bureau issued an
audit -of itself that revealed that some
agents in half its field offices either had
hot issued those indtruétions, or at least
had not certified that they had.

The bureau’s self-gudit was intended,

¢ wt'least in part, to-forestall an effort in

Congress to open ita:files on informants to

ing Justice Departqerit’ guidelines.

But tl'{eﬁllure o bume agents proper-

Office. It conclud-

ly to instruct their informants emphasizes
even more forcefully how important it is
that an FBI ¢harter with specific limita-
tion and guidelines on the use of infor-
mants be passed. Congress has a proposed
charter before it now.

Nothing can puarantee that every rule
will be understood or obeyed. But a charter
clearly setting out the FBI informants’ role
is a logical and necessary way forcefully te
delineate where the line between the infor-
mants’ two lives is to be drawn.
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